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TAGS: PFOR, UN, ME 

SUBJECT: SIGNING OF EGYPTIAN/ISRAELI AGREEMENT 

1. SIGNING OF EGYPTIAN/ISRAELI AGREEMENT IS SCHEDULED FOR 5:00 P.M. 
GENEVA TIME, JUST UNDER TWO HOURS FROM NOW, AND EVERYTHING SEEMS TO 
BE ON THE TRACKS. I HAVE MET WITH UN UNDERSECRETARY WINSPEARE 

AND GENERAL SIILASVUO, WITH EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR OSMAN AND 
WITH ISRAELI AMBASSADOR GAZIT AND GENERAL SHAFIR. EGYPTIANS CLEARLY 
WANT TO EMPHASIZE THAT THIS IS ESSENTIALLY MILITARY AGREEMENT AND 
HAVE INDICATED THAT GENERAL MAGHDOUB IS HEAD OF THEIR DELEGATION, 
WHILEISRAELIS WANT TO EMPHASIZE THAT THIS IS POLITICAL AGREEMENT AND 
HAVE DESIGNATED GAZIT AS HEAD OF THEIR DELEGATION. 

2. PROCEDURES WHICH HAVE BEEN WORKED OUT BY UN AND AGREED TO BY 

BOTH PARTIES NEATLY FINESSE THIS PROBLEM. UN WILL ISSUE NO OFFICIAL 
ANNOUNCEMENT OR COMMUNIQUE AND WILL SIMPLY HAVE ITS PRESS SPOKES- 
MAN MAKE STATEMENT ALONG FOLLOWING LINES: "THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
EGYPT AND ISRAEL WHICH WAS INITIALED IN JERUSALEM AND ALEXANDRIA 
ON SEPTEMBER 1 WAS SIGNED TODAY AT HOURS AT THE PALAIS 

DES NATIONS.” IN RESPONSE TO QUERIES THEY WILL GIVE THE NAMES OF 
THE PRINCIPAL DIPLOMATIC AND MILITARY REPRESENTATIVES OF BOTH SIDES 
AND SAY THAT UN GENERAL SIILASVUO WAS "PRESENT." THERE WILL BE 
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WITH THE SIGNING CEREMONIES, WHICH THE ISRAELIS WOULD HAVE OBLECTIONS 
TO, AND THE EGYPTIANS HAVE NOT RAISED ANY PROBLEMS ABOUT THIS WAY OF 
PROCEEDING. 

3. PRINCIPAL FOCAL POINT OF PRESS INTEREST IS DECISION OF SOVIETS 
NOT TO BE PRESENT AND THE FACT THAT USG WILL NOT BE PRESENT EITHER. 

I HAVE DECLINED BOTH CBS AND NBC REQUESTS TO APPEAR ON THEIR EVENING 
PROGRAMS AND ANSWER QUESTIONS ABOUT THE SIGNING CEREMONY AND 
PARTICULARLY ABOUT SOVIET AND US NON-ATTENDANCE. THE LINE WE ARE 
TAKING ON BACKGROUND IS THAT SOVIETS HAVE GIVEN NO INDICATION THAT 
THEY PLAN TO BE PRESENT AND THAT WE WILL NOT BE PRESENT EITHER; 

THAT THIS IS THE SIGNING OF AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN EGYPT AND ISRAEL 
AND FOCUS SHOULD BE ON THIS FACT; AND THAT PROCEDURES AS FAR AS US 
AND SOVIET PRESENCE IS CONCERNED HAVE BEEN DIFFERENT AT 
EACH OF PREVIOUS AGREEMENTS SO THAT IS NO PARTICULAR PATTERN OR 
PRECEDENT. IN RESPONSE TO QUERIES AS TO WHETHER WE WOULD ATTEND 
IF SOVIETS HAD DECIDED TO BE THERE, WE ARE SAYING THAT THIS WOULD BE 
A LOGICAL CONCLUSION GIVEN FACT WE ARE CO-CHAIRMEN OF GENEVA CON- 
FERENCE, BUT THERE IS NOTHING IN THE CONFERENCE TERMS OF REFERENCE 
WHICH SAYS THAT WE EITHER DO OR DO NOT HAVE TO BE PRESENT AT ANY 
PARTICULAR OCCASION. IF ASKED, WE WILL MAKE CLEAR THAT BOTH 
PARTIES ARE AGREEABLE TO PROCEDURES WHICH HAVE BEEN WORKED OUT 
INCLUDING NON-ATTENDANCE BY SOVIET AND US REPRESENTATIVES. 

MEDIA UNDOUBTEDLY WILL MAKE MUCH OF SOVIET AND US NON-ATTENDANCE 
WHATEVER WE SAY. BUT OUR EFFORTS ARE IN DIRECTION OF PLAYING 
DOWN THIS DEVELOPMENT TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE. 
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